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Fundamentals of Writing 

 Employ a recursive writing process that includes planning, drafting, revising, editing, rewriting, publishing, and reflecting.  

 Interact and collaborate with peers and adults to develop and strengthen writing.  

 Produce writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, discipline, and audience.  

 Use clear and coherent written language to accomplish a purpose such as learning, enjoyment, argument, and the exchange of 
information.  

 Monitor progress throughout the writing process and adjust strategies as needed from independence to collaboration within a writing 
community.  

 Incorporate authors’ craft techniques observed from wide reading of anchor and mentor texts across disciplines to inform, explain, 
convince/argue, and entertain.  

Components Definition Subcomponents Characteristics 

 
 
 

Mini-Lesson 
 
 
 

Reading and writing processes are 
modeled through demonstration, 
explicit instruction, and think alouds.  
 
The mini-lesson is up to 15 minutes. 
 
 

Activator/Connection This may include: 

 Connection to prior knowledge 

 Connection to previous or prior lesson 

 Spark student interest 

 Connection to real world experience 
Examples: 

 “Yesterday we learned to…when we 
wrote…” 

 Mentor Texts 

 Video 

 Game 

 Quick Write 

 Photographs 

 Read Aloud/Think Aloud 
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Teaching Point/LO 
 
“I do” 

State the learning objective/I can statement. 
 
Teacher may demonstrate objective using: 

 Think Aloud – teachers model their 
writing and thinking process aloud 
with students  

 Shared Writing – an interactive writing 
experience that occurs when students 
join in the writing of text while guided 
and supported by the teacher who 
explicitly models strategies  

 Mentor Text – any text (excerpt or full 
text) that can be used as an example of 
good writing for readers and writers:  
use author’s craft, from a mentor text, 
to demonstrate reading and writing 
skills 

 Anchor Charts (teacher created, 
student created, or co-created) – an 
interactive writing experience to 
encourage collaborative conversations 
that promote student engagement and 
ownership of learning, used as a 
student resource and organizational 
tool 

Active Engagement/Guided 
Practice 
 
“We do” 
 

Students, with teacher support, practice 
writing previously modeled.  Teachers monitor 
to make immediate/future instructional 
decisions.  Instructional strategies may include: 

 Turn and Talk 

 Individual or partner practice before 
moving to work time 

 Check for understanding 
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Link to Work Time 
 
“You do”  

Connect the learning objective to the students' 
independent work time.  
 
Setting the purpose may include: 

 Teacher reviews expectation(s) 

 Students demonstrate an 
understanding of the task(s) before 
being released  

 
 
 

Work Time 
 
 
 
 

Students apply the strategies taught in 
the mini-lesson and/or previous mini-
lesson(s) by engaging in authentic 
writing activities.   

Independent Writing  Students engaged in purposeful writing by 
practicing. 
This may include strategies from: 

 Current mini-lesson 

 Previously taught lesson(s) 

 Individual student need (intervention 
goal) 

 
Students may engage with their writing by: 

 Reading 

 Analyzing 

 Responding 

 Editing 
 
Responding may look like: 

 Traditional notebook form 

 Online discussion 

 Letters  

 Stop and jot 

 Sticky notes 

 Illustrations 

 Graphic organizers 
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Small Group Instruction 
 

Teacher works with students either individually 
or with multiple students at a time. 
 
This may include: 

 Guided writing 

 Re-teaching 

 One-on-one conferencing 

 Strategy groups 

 Responding to text 
 

Authentic Work Stations Students are engaged in authentic reading and 
writing experiences based on student need or 
interest to strengthen strategies and skills 
previously introduced (students’ eyes are on 
text). 

 
 
 

Closure 
 
 
 

A whole class conversation or reflection 
of independent work time as a final 
check for understanding to determine 
student progress. 
 
Closure is approximately 5 – 10 
minutes.  

Final check for understanding 
 
Reflection 

This may include: 

 Turn and Talk 

 Partner Share 

 Author’s Chair 

 Exit Ticket 

 Summarizing 

 Positive Highlights 

 Student Samples (exemplars)  
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Word Study 
 
 
 

 

Word study provides students with 
opportunities to investigate and 
understand the patterns in words.  It is 
designed to build word knowledge that 
can be applied to both reading and 
writing.  It also develops students' 
abilities in phonics, word recognition, 
and vocabulary.  

Decoding and Encoding words 
(phonics/phonemic 
awareness) 

Decoding is using multiple strategies to read 
and write unknown words. 

Word Parts 
 

Roots, stems, and affixes (prefix and suffix) 

Vocabulary Teaching new words, either as they appear in 
text or by introducing new words separately 

Fluency Reading with appropriate rate, accuracy, and 
with expression; putting the right feeling, 
emotion, or emphasis on the correct word or 
phrase.  

 Pausing 

 Intonation 

 Stress 

 Rate 

 Phrasing 

 

 

Resources 

 

Jennifer Serravallo 

 Jennifer Seravallo is the author of NY Times best sellers:  The Reading Strategies, The Writing Strategies, Teaching Reading in Small 
Groups: Conferring with Readers, and The Literacy Teacher’s Playbook Grades K-2, and Grades 3-6 

http://www.jenniferserravallo.com/the-writing-strategies-book/
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Ralph Fletcher www.ralphfletcher.com 

 Author of books for both children and professional educators on the art of writing.  
 

Teachers First – Writer's Workshop www.teachersfirst.com 

 a rich collection of lessons, units, and web resources 
 
Clemson Reading Recovery www.readingrecovery.clemson.edu 

 Created by The Clemson University Reading Recovery Training Center, with the support of the South Carolina Department of 
Education, this site includes annotated video clips of outstanding classroom instruction in the state of South Carolina.  

 
National Writing Project www.nwp.org 

 The National Writing Project focuses the knowledge, expertise, and leadership of our Nation’s educators on sustained efforts to 
improve writing and learning for all learners.  

 
Writing Experts: 

 Donald Graves – an expert in the workshop approach 

 Lucy Calkins – an expert in the Reading and Writing workshop approach 

 Matt Glover – a literacy consultant and co-author with Kathy Collins, I Am Reading and co-author with Katie Wood Ray, Already Ready.  
He is the author of the book Engaging Readers 

 Lisa Eickholdt –an expert on using students’ writing as mentor text  

 

http://ralphfletcher.com/
http://www.ralphfletcher/
http://www.teachersfirst.com/lessons/writers/
https://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource_topic/teaching_writing
http://www.nwp.org/

